
Humanity is presently facing a nexus of challenges 
of unparalleled scope, magnitude and complexity.  
COVID-19 is only the most visible and immediately impactful 
challenge, posing severe threats to the health, wellbeing, 
livelihoods and economic security of untold millions around the 
world. The urgency of this crisis has nearly eclipsed attention 
to other immanent threats to human security—global warming, 
war, financial instability, economic insecurity, rising inequality, 
revival of the arms race, the retreat from democracy, uncontrolled 
migration, disruptive emerging technologies, declining 
confidence in science and public institutions, populism, and 
polarization of society. The unparalleled series of asymmetric 
shocks they impose can only be effectively addressed by 
concerted, coordinated multilateral action by and on behalf of all 
nations in the world community and our international agencies 
for global governance. New ideas and strategies are urgently needed to reverse reactionary trends and direct 
global society toward a new paradigm in human development. The time has come to come together to create 
the essential global leadership needed for the 21st century. This is a Planetary Moment and a time for global 
leadership to generate Planetary Momentum.

The World Academy of Art & Science (WAAS) in partnership with the United Nations Office at Geneva 
(UNOG) is pleased to issue this call for papers and proposals to representatives of international organizations, 
national governments, NGOs, media, business, and other civil society organizations and expert individuals to 
contribute to catalytic practical solutions to address pressing global challenges related to Health, Education 
and Wellbeing; Peace & Security; Governance & Human Rights; Finance, Economy & Employment; Energy, 
Ecology & Climate; and Science & Technology. Conference presentations and recommendations will be 
eligible for publication by WAAS, presentation at the main conference at the United Nations Office at 
Geneva on October 27-28, 2020 and inclusion in the final report to the UN. 

How you can contribute:

• Present a paper or video at the conference
• Conduct a panel on solutions to a critical issue
• Organize one or more sessions 
• Register to attend the conference

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS: MAY 15, 2020

Click here for more information on the GL21 Global Leadership Project
Read the conference discussion paper on Strategies for Social Transformation
To submit a proposal to contribute  
To register for the conference 
For specific inquiries contact support@worldacademy.org

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Strategies for Transformative Global Leadership 
e-Conference – June 15-19, 2020

An Invitation to Collaborate

WANTED: Practical Solutions & Catalytic Strategies 

http://worldacademy.org/projects/global-leadership-in-21st-century
http://worldacademy.org/files/global_leadership/working_papers/Socially_Transformative_Leadership_v1_Feb_2020.pdf
http://worldacademy.org/webform/unique-moment-planetary-momentum-submit-proposal
http://worldacademy.org/webform/unique-moment-planetary-momentum-conference-registration
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